Greetings From Joint Base Balad, Iraq

Greetings to all members of the TBAA from Joint Base Balad (JBB), Iraq.  I cannot express how honored I am to serve our outstanding Airmen her at the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing as their commander.  For those who don’t know but seem to remember that the 332nd is special, we carry the proud legacy and heritage of the Tuskegee Airmen.  All of our young Airmen here are honored to carry that legacy forward into the future.  The Tuskegee Airmen are a symbol of excellence and perseverance though adversity.  I can tell you that the performance of the 332nd AEW is that as well—performance of excellence through adversity.  Adversity of environment through  the many dust storms and extreme heat; adversity through the separation from family, friends and loved ones back home; adversity of living conditions and limited privacy and living space; and adversity …….  You would all be extremely proud of what our Airmen and our Air Force is accomplishing here daily. 


The mission of the 332 AEW is “Combat Air Power for America, Right Here, Right Now”.  We are doing just that in generating and launching air power sorties daily.  Whether that be SNIPER and Lightning targeting pod capable F-16 sorties, MQ-1 Predator and MQ-9 Reaper unmanned aerial system sorties, C-130 sorties conducting passenger, cargo and detainee movements, or HH-60 Combat Search and Rescue sorties the 332nd is accomplishing the task masterfully.  In addition to our Airmen deployed to JBB, the 332nd also has Airmen deployed to Ali Base, Sather Air Base in Baghdad, and Kirkuk Air Base executing mission which are traditional for Airmen—airfield operations.  We also have joint source solution (JSS) Airmen deployed to over 63 locations across Iraq who are TACON to predominantly Army unit performing missions for and with our Army brothers and sisters.  Some of these JSS Airmen are part of our Weapons Intelligence Teams who collect forensic evidence from IED blasts and help intel to develop better information on the insurgent networks.  Other JSS Airmen are working with the Iraqi legal system helping to establish the rule of law within Iraq.  And still other JSS Airmen are working directly with Army engineering brigades building and constructing facilities so that all military members can better operate from their locations to get the job done.

Fortunately, our use of kinetic weapons is down significantly—that means the security situation in the country is getting much better.  Also, the number of indirect fire attacks on JBB is also down significantly which is another indication that the security situation outside the wire is getting better.  That does not mean that there is not still a lot of work to do.  As Airmen, we are doing everything we can to integrate and synchronize with the ground forces to help identify threats.  We are also flying armed over-watch for Iraqi Security Forces as they assume more and more of a role in the security of the ground situation.  Routinely we are using F-16, MQ-1 and MQ-9 aircraft in non-traditional roles in an effort to better protect and defend the military forces on the ground.  It is truly an integrated team of professionals doing what needs to be done.

The Air Force has also taken on new responsibilities here at JBB.  Effective on 11 Nov 08, the 332 AEW will assume the role of base operating support integrator from the Army.  That means, we are responsible for integrating the entire base operating support functions for a total base population of approximately 25,000 soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, coast guardsmen, DOD contractors and civilian contractors.  What that means is that we now have oversight authority for the dining facilities, the AAFES services, lodging and many other base operating support functions.  It is a daunting task but as you can imagine, our Airmen are taking this role on with eager enthusiasm.  

Several Thunderbird alumni have deployed here and many have taken the time to stop in and say hello.  These members are representing us extremely well.  I am truly proud of all not only of what our alumni accomplish but also all of the Airmen here.  It is a privilege to serve them as their wing commander.

